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BEFORE THE
SURFACE TRANSPORTATION BOARD

Docket No. AB-1077X

WIREGRASS CENTRAL RAILWAY, LLC
—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN COFFEE COUNTY. AL

PETITION FOR EXEMPTION

Wircgrass Central Railway, LLC ("WCR™) petitions the Surface Transportation Board
("Board™) to exempt, under 49 U.S.C. § 10502, WCR's abandonment of' a 1.2-mile rail linc
between milepost 820.0 and milepost 821.2 in Enterprisc. Al (the “Line™) from the prior
approval requirements of 49 U.S.C. § 10903.

Abandonment will allow WCR to avoid costs incurred by continued ownership of the
Line. At the timec WCR acquired the Line from the Wiregrass Central Railroad Co., Inc.
("WCRR"™) all of the track and material had been removed from the Line. No traffic has moved
over the line since 1987. Upon receipt of abandonment authority. WCR proposcs to convert the
Line to interim trail use/rail banking under 16 U.S.C. §1247(d) through the salc of the Line to a
trails group.

PROPOSED TRANSACTION

WCR proposes to abandon a 1.2-mile railroad line between milepost 820.0 and milepost

821.2 near Enterprise. in Coffee County, Alabama. The Line traverses Zip Code 36330. A

colored map of the Linc is attached as Exhibit A (and at the end of this pleading). Exhibit B

consists of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report. The draft Federal Register Notice
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is in Exhibit C. and copics of the newspaper publication and the required certification are in
Exhibit D. The certificate of service is in Exhibit E. Color exhibits are in Exhibit I,

Bascd on information in WCR’s possession, the Line does not contain federally granted
right-of-way. Any documentation in WCR’s possession concerning title will be made available
to those requesting it.

BACKGROUND

WCR received authority from the Surface ‘I ransportation Board (the ~Board™) to acquire
the 21.2 miles of rail linc. including the Line. from WCRR in a decision served on April 22,
2011." At the time WCR acquired the Line from the WCRR all of the track and material had
been removed trom the Line. No traffic has moved over the Line since 1987.

There has been no demand for service over the Line since WCR acquired it. ‘The track
and materials were removed prior to WCR's purchase of the Line. ‘To restore the Line to Federal
Railroad Administration ("FRA™) Class [ track standards. WCR would nced to invest significant
funds. Once the Line is restored to FRA Class I track standards. WCR would incur maintenance
costs associated with the Line. As described below. abandoning the Line will permit WCR to
save (1) the annual maintenance costs of the Line of about $6.000 and (2) opportunity costs of
$28.378.00. The value of the real estate is about $181.900.00.

Upon receipt of abandonment authority. WCR plans to leave the bridges and culverts
necessary for interim trail use/rail banking in place. WCR will sell the real estate to convert the

active rail line to interim trail use/rail banking.

" Wiregrass Central Railway, LLC-—Acquisition and Operation Exemption—Wiregrass
Central Railroud Company. Inc.. STB Finance Docket No. 35489 (S'1B served April 22, 2011).



A. WCR will incur costs to maintain the Line.

WCR has kept maintenance costs to a minimum since its purchase of the Line. WCR
adopts the Board’s average maintain cost of $6.000 per mile. See. e.g. Delta Southern Ruilroad
Inc. —Abandonment Exemption— in Desha and Chicot Counties, AR, STB Docket No. AB-384
(Sub-No. 3X). (STB served March 25. 2011) and Conrail—Aband.—between Warsaw and Valp
Counties. IN. 9 1.C.C.2d 1299. 1304 (1993). In addition. as part of'its capital expenditures, WCR
would need to replace the tracks and materials on the Linc.

B. Calculation of opportunity costs.

Opportunity costs (or total return on valuc of road property) retlect the

cconomic loss experienced by a carrier from forgoing a more profitable alternative

use of its assets. Under Abandonment Regulations—Costing, 3 1.C.C.2d 340

(1987), the opportunity cost of road property is computed on an investment base

equal to the sum of: (1) allowable working capital: (2) the net liquidation value

(NLV) of the linc: and (3) current income tax benefits (il any) resulting from

abandonment. The investment base (or valuation of the road propertics) is

multiplied by the current nominal ratc of return, to yield the nominal rcturn on

value. The nominal return is then adjusted by applying a holding gain (or loss) to

reflect the increase (or decreasc) in valuc a carricr will expect to realize by

holding assets for 1 additional year.”

1. Calculation of net salvage value (“NSV™).

There are no tracks or materials on the Line. Therefore. WCR has not included an NSV

in its calculation of opportunity costs.
2. Calculation of the value of real estate (“VRE”).
The VRE has been calculated to be $181,900.00 based WCR s estimate that the market

value per acre is approximately $12.500.00. The Line consists of 14.55 acres. Ience. the net

liquidation value (“NLV™) of the Line is $181.900.00.

2 Wisconsin Central Ltd.—Abandonment—in Ozaukece., Sheboygan and Manitowoc Counties, W1,
STB Docket No. AB-303 (Sub-No. 27) (STB served October 18, 2004), at 10-11.
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3. Calculation of 15 days working capital.

Working capital for the computation of opportunity costs is calculated as 15 days of the
costs of the Line. Thercfore. MSV has used the maintenance costs ($6.000). divided them by 365
and multiplicd that amount by 15 to arrive at the 15 days of working capital of $246.

4. Nominal cost of capital.

The Board has accepted the nominal cost of capital for a Class Il railroad of 15.58
percent.’ Therefore, WCR has decided to use 15.58 percent as the nominal cost of capital in
calculating the opportunity costs of the Line.

5. Income tax consequences.

The book value of the Line is $181,900.00. The NLV of $181,900.00 less the book value

yields no gain. Therefore, sale of the Line will have no tax conscquences.
6. Holding gain.

Becausce of the volatility of the market for scrap and reusable steel and the decline in the
market for real estate, WCR cstimates that there will be no holding gain or loss in the current
economic environment. The Board has accepted such an analysis.*

7. Calculation of Opportunity Costs.

The following Table shows the opportunity cost calculation.

Working Capital $ 246
NLV $181,900.00
Taxes $ 0
Holding Gain $ 0
Valuation $182,146.00

3 Michigan Air-Line Railway Co.—Abandonment Exemption—in Ouklund County, Mich., STB
Docket No. AB-1053 (Sub-No. 2X) (STB served October 19. 2011). slip op. at 6.

* San Joaquin Valley Railroad Company—Abandonment Exemption—in Tulare County, CA, STB
Docket No. AB-398 (Sub-No. 7X) (STB served June 6, 2008) at 4.



Nominal Rate of Return 15.58%
Opportunity Cost $ 28,378.00

C. Alternate transportation.

The major roads serving the arca arc U.S. Route 84 and Alabama Routes 51. 134, and
192, as well as local roads.

D. Summary.

Continucd ownership and operation ot the Line by WCR will continue to be a burden on
WCR and interstate commerce. WCR will incur annual maintenance costs of $6,000, and
opportunity costs of $28,378.00. WCR will be able to sell the real cstatc for interim trail use/rail
banking for about $181.900.00. There are no shippers on the Linc and there have been none
since 1987. Since it acquired the Line. WCR has not been able to gencrate any traffic or any
interest in potential shippers using the Line.

WCR contends that in balancing the harm to itself and interstate commerce against the
harm to shippers and local interests, the balance clearly favors abandonment.

ARGUMENT SUPPORTING THE ABANDONMENT

WCR seeks an exemption under 49 U.S.C. § 10502 from the applicable requirements of
49 U.S.C. § 10903 in order to abandon the Line.

Under 49 U.S.C. § 10502, the Board must exempt a transaction {rom regulation when it
finds that:

(1) regulation is not necessary to carry out the rail transportation policy of 49 U.S.C. §
10101: and

(2) either:

(a) the transaction is of limited scope. or

(b) regulation is not nccessary to protect shippers from the abuse of market power.



The legislative history of Section 10502 reveals a clear Congressional intent that the
Board should liberally use its exemption authority to frce certain transactions from the
administrative and financial costs associated with continued regulation. In cnacting the Staggers
Rail Act of 1980, Pub. L. No. 96-488. 94 Stat. 1895. Congress encouraged the Board’s
predecessor agency to liberally use the expanded exemption authority under former Section
10505:
The policy underlying this provision is that while Congress has been able to identify
broad arcas of commerce where reduced regulation is clearly warranted, the Commission
is more capable through the administrative process of examining specific regulatory
provisions and practices not vet addressed by Congress to determine where they can be
deregulated consistent with the policics of Congress. The conferees expect that.
consistent with the policics of this Act, the Commission will pursue partial and complete
exemption from remaining regulation,
H.R. Rep No. 1430, 96 the Cong. 2d Sess. 105 (1980). See also Exemption From Regulation--
Boxcar Traffic. 367 1.C.C. 424. 428 (1983), vacated and remanded on other grounds, Brae Corp.
v. United States. 740 F.2d 1023 (D.C. Cir 1984). Congress reaftirmed this policy in the
conference report accompanying the ICC Termination Act of 1995. Pub. L. No. 104-88, 109 Stat.
803. which re-enacted the rail exemption provision as Section 10502. H.R. Rep. No. 422, 104th

Cong.. 1st Scss. 168-69 (1995).

A. The Application of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 Is Not Necessary to Carry Out the Rail
Transportation Policy

Detailed scrutiny of this transaction is not necessary to carry out the rail transportation
policy. An cxemption would minimize the unneccssary expensc associated with the preparation
and filing of a formal abandonment application. expedite regulatory decisions and reduce
regulatory barriers to exit. 49 U.S.C. § 10101 (2) and (7). There are no shippers on the Line and

there has not been any interest in shipping over the Line since it was acquired by WCR.



Abandonment will allow WCR to avoid costs associated with maintaining the Line. Granting
this exemption. therefore, fosters sound economic conditions and encourages efficient
management by permitting the rationalization of an unnecessary rail linc. 49 U.S.C. § 10101 (3).
(5) and (9). Other aspects of the rail transportation policy are not adversely aftected. For
example, competition and the continuation of a sound rail transportation system are not aftected
since the public will not be deprived of any necded rail services.

B. This Transaction Is Of Limited Scope

The proposed transaction is of limited scopc. WCR sceks to abandon a 1.2-mile line in
one county in Alabama.

C. This Transaction Will Not Result In An Abuse Of Market Power.

WCR is abandoning the Line. There is no traftic shipped over the Line and there are
alternative transportation services available.

COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
A Combined Environmental and Historic Report is in Exhibit B.
FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE
A draft Fedcral Register notice is attached hereto as Exhibit C.
LABOR PROTECTION

The interests of railroad employees of WCR who may be adversely affected by the

proposed abandonment will be adequately protected by the labor protective conditions in Oregon

Short Line R. Co.--Abandonment--Goshen, 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979).



CONCLUSION

Application of the rcgulatory requirements and procedures of 49 U.S.C. § 10903 to the
abandonment of the Line proposed by WCR is not required to carry out the rail transportation
policy sct forth in 49 U.S.C. § 10101, as previously shown. Nor is Board regulation required to
protect shippers, who have not used the Line for over 20 years. from the abuse of market power.
Morcover, this abandonment is of limited scope.

Accordingly. WCR respectfully requests the Board to grant an execmption for the
proposed abandonment of the Line.

Respectfully Submitted.

et }/7/&//%/

Scott G. Williams. Esq. Louis E. Gitomer. Esq.
Senior Vice President and General Counsel Mclanie B. Yasbin, Esq.
RailAmerica. Inc. 600 Baltimore Avenue
7411 Fullerton Street Suite 301

Suite 300 Towson. MD 21204
Jacksonville. FLL 32256 (410) 296-2205

(904) 538-6329
Attorneys for: Wircgrass Central

Railway, LLC
Dated: November 9, 2011
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EXHIBIT B-COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND
HISTORIC REPORT
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COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC REPORT
(49 C.F.R. 1105.7 and 1105.8)

Docket No. AB-1077X

WIREGRASS CENTRAL RAILWAY, LLI.C-ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN COFFEE COUNTY, AL

Dated: October 20, 2011
ENVIRONMENTAL REPORT

(1) Proposed Action and Altcrnatives. Describe the proposcd action. including
commodities transported, the planned disposition (il any) of any rail line and other structures that
may be involved, and any possiblc changes in current operations or maintenance practices. Also
describe any reasonablc altecrnatives to the proposed action. Include a readable. detailed map and
drawings clecarly delineating the project.

Wiregrass Central Railway, 1.1.C (“WCR™) proposes to abandon a 1.2-mile railroad linc
between milepost 820 and milepost 821.2 near Enterprisc, in Coftec County. Alabama (the
“Line™).

At the time WCR acquired the Line from the Wircgrass Central Railroad Co.. Inc.
("WCRR™) all of the track and material had been removed from the Line.! WRC's records do
not indicate when the track and matcrial were removed. Therefore. abandonment of the Line
will not result in any additional salvage on the Line. There is onc public and no private crossings
on the Line.

There has been no local or overhead traffic on the Line since 1987.

The only alternative to a full abandonment would be for WCR not to abandon the Line.
With little, if any, potential traffic, WCR has decided to seek abandonment of the Line.

A map of the proposed abandonment is attached hereto as Exhibit 1.

" Wiregrass Central Raitway. LLC—Acquisition and Operation Exemption—Wiregrass Central
Railroad Company. Inc., STB Finance Docket No. 35489, (STB served April 22, 2011).
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(2) Transportation System. Describe the effects of the proposed action on regional or
local transportation systems and patterns. Estimate the amount of traftic (passenger or freight)
that will be diverted to other transportation systems or modes as a result of the proposed action.

There is no passcnger traffic on the Line to be diverted to other modcs as a result of the
proposcd abandonment. There is no freight traftic on the Line to be diverted to motor carrier.
Accordingly, the proposed abandonment should have no adverse ettects on regional or local
transportation systems and patterns.

(3) Land Use. (i) Based on consultation with local and/or regional planning agencies
and/or a review of the ofticial planning documents prepared by such agencies, state whether the
proposed action is consistent with existing land use plans. Describe any inconsistencies. (ii)
Based on consultation with the U.S. Soil Conversation Scrvice, state the effect of the proposed
action on any prime agricultural land. (iii) If the action affects land or water uses within a
designated coastal zone. include the coastal zone information required by 1105.9. (iv) If the
proposed action is an abandonment. state whether or not the right-of-way is suitable for
alternative public use under 49 U.S.C. § 10905 and explain why.

(i) WCR considers the proposed abandonment to be consistent with existing land use
plans. The arca surrounding the Line is both urban and rural in nature.

WCR contacted the City of Enterprise and the County of Coftee. AL. by letter dated
October 20, 2011. See Exhibit 2. No response has been received as of this date. A copy of this
Environmental Report has been mailed to the appropriate local and state agencies for their
information and further comment.

(ii) WCR does not believe that there is any prime agricultural land that will be affected.
WCR notificd the United States Department of Agriculture ("USDA™) Natural Resources
Conservation Service (the agency succeeding to the responsibilities of the Soil Conservation
Service) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated October 20. 2011. and requested assistance
in identifying any potential effects on prime agricultural land. See Exhibit 2. A copy ol this

report has been supplied to the USDA for its information and further comment.

(iii) The Line does not pass through a designated coastal zone.
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(iv) WCR believes the Line would be suitable for interim trail use/rail banking.

(4) Energy. (i) Describe the effect of the proposed action on transportation of cnergy
resources. (ii) Describe the etfect of the proposed action on recyclable commodities. (iii) State
whether the proposed action will result in an increasc or decrease in overall energy ctficiency
and explain why. (iv) Il the proposed action will causc diversions from rail to motor carriage of
more than: (A) 1,000 rail carloads a year: or (B) an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year
for any part of the affected line. quantily the resulting net change in encrgy consumption and
show the data and methodology used to arrive at the figure given.

(1) The proposed abandonment will have no eftect on the transportation of energy
resources.

(i1) The proposed abandonment will have no eftect on the transportation of recyclable
commodities.

(iii) The proposed abandonment will have minimal effect on overall energy efliciency
since there has been no traffic on the Line.

(iv) The proposed abandonment will not causc the diversion of more than 1.000 rail
carloads a ycar; or an average of 50 rail carloads per mile per year for any part of the linc
segments of rail traftic to motor carriage.

(5) Air. (i) If the proposed action will result in cither: (A) An increase in rail traffic of at
least 100 percent (mceasured in gross ton miles annually) or an increase of at least eight trains a
day on any segment of rail linc affected by the proposal, or (B) an increase in rail yard activity of
at lease 100 percent (measurcd by carload activity). or (C) an average increase in truck traffic of
more than 10 percent of the average daily traffic or 50 vehicles a day on any atfccted road
segment. quantify the anticipated effect on air emissions. For a proposal under 49 U.S.C. §
10901 (or § 10505) to construct a new line or reinstitute service over a previously abandoned
line, only the eight train a day provision in sub-scction (5)(i)(A) will apply. (ii) If the proposed
action aficcts a class [ or nonattainment area under the Clean Air Act. and will result in cither:
(A) an increase in rail traffic of at least 50 percent (measured in gross ton miles annually) or an
increasc of at [cast three trains a day on any segment of rail line; (B) an increase in rail yard
activity of at least 20 percent (measured by carload activity); or (C) an average increase in truck
traffic of more than 10 percent of the average daily traftic or 50 vehicles a day on a given road
scgment, then state whether any expected increased emissions are within the parameters
established by the State Implementation Plan. However, for a rail construction under 49 U.S.C.
§ 10901 (or 49 U.S.C. § 10505). or a casc involving the reinstitution of scrvice over a previously
abandoned line. only the three train a day threshold in this item shall apply. (iii) If transportation
of ozonc depleting materials (such as nitrogen oxide and freon) is contemplated. identify: the

16
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matcrials and quantity: the frequency of service: safety practices (including any speed
restrictions): the applicant’s safety record (to the extent available) on derailments, accidents and
spills: contingency plans to deal with accidental spills: and the likelihood of an accidental release
of ozone depleting materials in the event of a collision or derailment.

(i) The proposcd abandonment will not result in meeting or exceceding the specified
thresholds.

(ii) The proposed abandonment will not result in meeting or exceeding the specified
thresholds.

(iii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of ozone depleting
materials.

(6) Noise. If any of the thresholds identified in item (5)(i) of this section arc surpassed.
state whether the proposed action will cause: (i) an incremental increasc in noise levels of three
decibels Ldn or more; or (ii) an increase 10 a noisc level of 65 decibels Ldn or greater. If so.
identify sensitive receptors (e.g.. schools. librarics, hospitals, residences, retirement
communities. and nursing homes) in the project arca, and quantify the noise increase for these
receptors if the thresholds are surpassed.

Not applicable.

(7) Safety. (i) Describe any effects of the proposed action on public health and safety
(including vehicle delay time at railroad grade crossings). (ii) If hazardous materials arc
expected to be transported. identify: the materials and quantity; the frequency of service: whether
chemicals are being transported that. if mixed, could react to form more hazardous compounds:
safety practices (including any speed restrictions): the applicant's safety record (to the extent
available) on derailments. accidents and hazardous spills; the contingency plans to deal with
accidental spills: and the likelihood of an accidental release of hazardous materials. (iii) If there
are any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have been known hazardous materials
spills on the right-of-way. identify the location of those sites and the types of hazardous materials
involved.

(1) The proposed abandonment will have no detrimental etfects on public health and
safety. WCR has never operated over the Line and WCRR, the previous owner, had not operated

over the Line in more than two years.

(ii) The proposed abandonment will not affect the transportation of hazardous materials.
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(iii) WCR is not aware of any known hazardous waste sites or sites where there have
been known hazardous materials spills on the Line.

(8) Biological Resources. (i) Based on consultation with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service, statc whether the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered or threatened
specics or areas designated as a critical habitat. and if so, describe the etfects. (ii) Statc whether
wildlife sanctuaries or refuges, National or State parks or forests will be affected. and describe
any effects.

(i) WCR does not believe that the proposed action is likely to adversely affect endangered
or threatened species or arcas designated as a critical habitat. WCR notified the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service (“USF& W) of the proposed abandonment by letter dated Octaber 20. 2011,
and requested assistance in determining whether the proposed abandonment will adversely affect
cndangered or threatened specics or areas designated as a critical habitat. See Exhibit 2. A copy
of this Report was supplied to the USF&W for its information and further comment.

(ii) WCR is unaware of any wildlifc sanctuarics or refuges, National or State parks or
forests that would be adversely affected by the proposed abandonment.

WCR notificd the National Parks Service of the proposed abandonment by letter dated
October 20. 2011. and requested assistance in identifying any potential effects on wildlife
sanctuarics or refuges. National or State parks or forests. See Exhibit 2. To date. no response to
this request has been received. A copy of this Report has been supplied to the National Park
Service for its information and comment.

(9) Water. (i) Based on consultation with Statc water quality officials. state whether the
proposed action is consistent with applicable Federal. State or local water quality standards.
Describe any inconsistencies. (ii) Based on consultation with the U.S. Army Corps of Enginecrs,
state whether permits under section 404 of the Clean Water Act (33 U.S.C. § 1344) are required
for the proposed action and whether any designated wetlands or 100-year flood plains will be

atfected. Describe the effects. (iii) State whether permits under scction 402 of the Clean Water
Act (33 U.S.C. § 1342) are required for the proposcd action.

18



(i) WCR is confident that the proposed abandonment will be consistent with applicable
water quality standards. WCR contacted the Alabama Department of Environmental
Management ("ADEM™) and the United States Environmental Protection Agency ("USEPA™) by
letters dated October 20. 2011. See Exhibit 2. To date, no response to this request has been
received. A copy of this Report has been supplied to the ADEM and USEPA for their
information and comment.

(i1) WCR believes that no permits under section 404 of the Clecan Water Act are required
for the proposed abandonment and that no designated wetlands or 100-ycar flood plains will be
allected by the proposed abandonment. The track and materials were removed from the Line by
the previous owner. WCR does not belicve that there is anything left to salvage from the Line
and does not contemplate having to perform salvage. Since WCR docs not contemplate
salvaging the Line, WCR docs not believe a permit under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
will be required.

WCR contacted the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers by letter dated October 20. 2011 and
has received no response to date. See Exhibit 2. A copy of this Report has been supplied to the
U.S. Army Corps of Engincers for its information and comment.

(iii) WCR believes that no permit under scction 402 of the Clean Water Act would be
required for the abandonment. WCR contacted the ADEM and the USEPA by letter dated
October 20. 2011. See Exhibit 2. A copy of this Report has been supplied to the ADEM and
USEPA for their information and further comment.

(10) Proposed Mitigation. Describe any actions that are proposed to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts. indicating why the proposed mitigation is appropriate.

19



WCR does not expect any adverse environmental impact from the proposed abandonment
and. therefore, sces no need for any mitigating actions. WCR will. of course. adhere to any

remedial actions required by the Board.
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HISTORIC REPORT
1. A U.S.G.S. topographic map (or alternate map drawn to scale and sufficiently detailed
to show buildings and other structures in the vicinity of the proposed action) showing the
location of the proposed action. and the locations and approximate dimensions of railroad
structures that are 50 ycars old or older and are part of the proposed action:
U.S. Geological Survey Maps have been supplied to the Alabama Historical Commission.

See Exhibit 3.

2. A written description of the right of way (including approximate widths, to the extent
known). and the topography and urban and/or rural characteristics of the surrounding arca:

The 1.2-mile right-of-way is approximately 100 feet wide and consists of 14.545 acres of
land. The Line begins at milepost 820 and travels northwest parallel to Main Street. It then turns
north and runs parallel to Rocky Heap Road cnding at milepost 821.2. There is no track on the
Line from approximatcly 100 feet betore milepost 820 to the end of the Line.

3. Good quality photographs (actual photographic prints, not photocopies) of railroad
structures on the property that arc 50 years old or older and of the immediately surrounding arca:

There are no bridges or structures on the property that are 50 years old or older.

4. The date(s) of construction of the structure(s). and the date(s) and extent of any major
alterations. to the extent such information is known;

Not applicable.

5. A bricf narrative history of carrier operations in the area. and an explanation ot what.
if any, changes arc contemplated as a result of the proposed action:

In 1897 construction began on a rail linc in Waterford, AL from the Savannah. Florida
and Western Railway main line. The line was built by Alabama Midland Railroad and completed
in 1898. Through consolidation. CSX Transportation Inc. (“CSXT") acquired the line. WCRR
acquired the rail line from CSXT and began operating on the former CSXT branch in 1987.

WCR acquired approximatcly 21.2 miles of railroad line between Watertord and Enterprise. AL,

of which the Linc is a part. from WCRR in April 2011. Wiregrass Central Railway, LLC—
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Acquisition and Operation Exempltion -- Wiregrass Central Railroad Company., Inc.. STB
Finance Docket No. 35489, (STB served April 22, 2011).

6. A brief summary of documents in the carrier's possession. such as engineering
drawings, that might be useful in documenting a structure that is found to be historic:

WCR possesses valuation maps and track charts of the Line. but is not awarc of any other

documentation in its possession.

7. An opinion (based on rcadily available information in the railroad's possession) as 1o
whether the site and/or structures meet the criteria for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places (36 C.I'.R. 60.4), and whether there is a likelihood of archcological resources or any other
previously unknown historic properties in the project area. and the basis for these opinions
(including any consultations with the State Historic Preservation Office, local historical socictics
or universities);

WCR believes that there are no archeological resources or other railroad related historic
propertics in the project arca.

8. A description (based on readily available information in the railroad's possession) of
any known prior subsurface ground disturbance or fill, cnvironmental conditions (naturally
occurring or manmade) that might aftect the archeological recovery of resources (such as
swampy conditions or the presence of toxic waste), and the surrounding tcrrain.

Based on a review of its records, WCR belicves that there are no known subsurface
ground disturbances or fill. or environmental conditions that might affect the archeological
rccovery of any potential resources.

9. Within 30 days of receipt of the historic report., the State Historic Preservation Officer
may request the following additional information regarding specific non railroad owned
properties or groups of properties immediately adjacent to the railroad right-of-way: photographs
of specified properties that can be readily scen from the railroad right-of-way (or other public
rights-of-way adjacent to the property) and a written description of any previously discovered
archeological sites, identitying the location and type of the site (i.¢. prehistoric or native
Amcrican).

WCR does not foresee the likelihood that any additional information will need to be
supplied in association with the proposed abandonment other than that information previously

submitted. But, if any additional information is requested. WCR will promptly supply the

necessary information.
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WCR contacted the Alabama Historic Commission ("ALHC™). Sce Exhibit 2. No

response has been reccived. A copy of this Report has been mailed to ALHC.
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EXHIBIT 1 - MAP
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EXHIBIT 2 - LETTERS
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E.Aaw QrFFICES OF
Lovis E. GitoMer, ELEC.

Gl ko TIMOGRE AVIENLT SUITT e

Loy s Grtenii .
Y 1 i th) v . MV J0

Lowta igralow com W AON MARY AND 2
e SR e 302 06 G2

Mitasn B Y o

Octobar 20, 2011 HRSSERUREMIUSY

Melamee lgranllaw com

J10-296.23%5

Alabama Histone Preservaton Office
Alahama Historie Cammission

JO8 Sauth Perry Street

Montgamiery Al 36130-0900

RI- Dochet Noo AB-1077x Hiregrass Central harlweny 110 Paition tor
lxemption - in Coffee Couniv. AL
Dear MadamSir:

On ar about November 9. 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface
F'ransporiation Board ("STB™) a petition or exemption secking authority for the
Woregrass Contral Rathwas . 1T O abadon g approximatcy one nile il line between
milepost 820 and oulepost 821 20 near Enterprise. in Coflee Counts. AL (the 1 ine™

Atached 1s a Combined Lovironmental and Historie Report desenibing the
proposed action and any expected environmental effects. as well as a map ol the affected
atca. We are providing this report so that vou may review the information that will form
the busis for the S TB's independent environmental anaivsis of ths proceeding Hany of
the information s misleadimg or incorrect. i you beheve that pertment information 1s
missing. or 1 vou have any guestions about the STB'S envenmental review process,
please contaet the Office of Envionimental Analysis (ORA; Switace Fransportation
Bowrd. 395 1 Street. SW, Washington, DC 20425, weiephone 202-245-02935 and refer to
the above Docket Noo AB-1077X.

Because the applicable statutes and regulations mipose stringent deadlines so;
processing this actien. your writlen comments to OLA (with a copy 1o our representative)
waould he appreciated within 3 wecks  Your commients wii be constdered by the S TH m
cvaluatmg the ooy nenmental impacts ol the comtemplated caon H there aie any
guestions concernimg this propesal. please contaet our representanye directly, Ow
renresentatsy e thie matier s Mebimie BoY ashin whoomay be contietald By elephaong
+10-296-2230. email at Melanica tgiaillas .com. o matl an Lase Offices ol Towns 1
Griomer, 000 Baltimore Avenuce. Suite 301, Towson. MDD 71204

Nineerely your,

4

Melanie B Yashin
Attorney for Waregra < Cenoal Farway 11¢

I nddosure
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f.aw Qi FiICRS OF
Lowms E, Grromer, EB.C.

ot BAUTIMORT AVERNDT SETL T 3

Lo 1 Grionstk
Lou lgraillaw com TOWSON MARYD AND 21200 300
= s ] g JORD260 - 02 SRk &Y
QOctober 20,201 FAN 170 3D UnAS

Mitanun BoYassin

Melanieta fgrarhans com

410.296-2225

LS Ay Corp oot Fngmeers
NMobtle Distnet

PO Boy 2288

Mabile, AL 366280001

RE. Docket Noo AB-1G77N. Haregrass Central Rabsay 11C Peinen for
Lxemption  in Coffee Counny, AL
Dear Madam/Sir,

On ar about November 9. 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface
Fransportiation Bagrd STH7 a petision for exemption seel g authocity tor the
Wircgrass Central Railway, 1 LU o abandon a approximate’s one mitle rnl hine homeen

milepast 820 and nilepost 821.2, neaw Enterprise. in Coffee County. AL tthe “Fine™;,

Viached s a Combined Fovironmental and Hhistono Report desenbang the
proposed e bon and any expeded ey bonmental clleets, aswell as o map ol the sifecied
drea Moo e presidig this repoet cocthat you pay review e information shal swaill jonm
the hasts tor the N TR s idependens eot ironmiental ansdssis 1 this proveading Hans o)
the mbannation s nusleading o meorrect. 1l vou believe trat perinent imtoraion i
nissang. ap o sou hive sy goestions aboat the STRS enviianmental ievies process,
please contacs the Office of Bovitonmental Analysis (OFAT Surfice [runspartatiom
Boand, 28 1 Steet. YW Washimgion DO 20427 telephone 207248020~ nd reler o
the above Docket No. AB-1077X.

Because the applicable statutes and 1eguiations impase stringent deadlines (ol
processing this action. your writien comments to OFA twith a copy o owr representative)
would be appreciaied within 3 weeks. Your cormments witt be considered by the STBan
evaluating the envionmienial impacts of the contemplated acuon {1 there are aey
guestions concernimg this propasal. please contact our representative duedtly - Oug
representative m this mater is Melame B Yashin who may be contacted by telephone at
102002250 epanl at Melanie a lgraillaw com. ormaii ai [ aw Offices of Louis |,
Gutomer. 600 Baitimore Avenue. Suite 201 Towson, MD 21204

Smceteis vours

Melanie B, Yashm
Atarney for Waregr s Cental Rallwas, [

Lnclosuie
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Law Q1 -ic ks or
Louvis E. Gitovier, EL.C.
600 BALTINCRE AVENET LV W

IEMSON MARYTAND 224022
dlh 206 23500 (00 bG5S 2

Lovis L Gk
Leu@r fgralan com

Met ani 13 Yasiin Qctoher 20, 2011 I AN 11 BRRKS

Melaniew/ Tgr ol law com
410.296-2225
Nataral Resources Conacrvation Serviee USDA
PO Bov il
338 Skvway Dine
Aubiin, Al 6830

Rl Docket No. AB-1077x. Wiregrass Central Farlwen TTC = Petinon for
Exemprion- i Coffee Counny, AL
Deur Madam/Sir:

On oraboul November 9,201 T we expect to be filing with the Surface
Fransportabion Boand ©°S TR7) g pelition 1ar exemption seening autheorny tor the
Wiregrass Centrd Ruibway 1O 10 abandon a approsimately 1 2-mide sl Tine betaeen
nulepost 820 and milepost 821 2. neur Enterprise. m CofTee County. Al tthe “Line™ .

Attached is a Combimed Environmental and Historie Report deseribing the
praposed action ard any expeeted environmental eftects. as well as g map of the aftected
arca. We e providing this teport so that you may review ¢he informaton that will form
ihe basis L the SRS independent eivitonmicntal anads sis of this procecding, 11 amy of
the indonmanon is misheading o incanedt, 1l sou beheve U permiment aionmation s
missmg. ot 1f vou have any questions about the STR's environmental review process,
please contact the Otice of T ndironmental Analssis (O A) Surlace Fransportation
Bownd, 305 1 Streel. SWL Washington, DO 20423 qelephone 2022450205 4d 1elor o
the above Docket No AB-H77X.

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines Jor
processuig tis actioe, your watien eomments o OFA fswatha copy 1o ow representatit e
wauld he apprecimted within 5 weeks, Your comments widl be econsidered by the STH3 i
evaluating the environmental impadts of the contemplated action. 1 there are any
guestions concernng this proposal. please countact our represerntatine directly (g
representative m this matter s Melanie B Yashin who may be contacted by teleptione at
410-296-2250, email at Melame a Taallaw .com. o mail ac Lasw Otfices of 1o |
Citormer, 600 Baltimore Avenue, Suite 301 Towson, MD 21204

Ninverels vous.
Melanie B Yashm
Attorney for Wegrass Centtar Ralway, 10

Enclesure
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LAw OFFICES OF
f.ours E. Grromer, 5LE.C.

o) BAFTTINMORE AVENUL SUTEE 2w

Loow - Ghiosiee !
Lou lgrallaw com TEIWSON MARYT AND M 2M-402:
TR TORAL U B AT T AR TR RN

Octlober 20, 201! AN 1410 130 {RKe

MitanrT B o Yasns
Mdlametw lgraillow com
10 20n.2208
FPA
Regron 4
Sam Nunn \slanta i ederal Centel
O1 Tuisyth Steei, SW
Atanta, GA - 30303-3704

RI Docket No. AB-1077x. Wiregrass Central Rahw e 1L =FPenhon for
lxemption— m Coffee County. Al

Dear Madany'Sne

On o1 about November 9. 20171 we expect 1o be 1iling with the Surfiee
Fransportation Board ("STBR7) w petition for exemption secking authority for the
Wircgrass Central Railway, LELC to abandon g approximately 1.2-mile ranl line hetween
milepost 820 and milepost §21.2. near Enterprise. in Colfee Counts. Al (the “Line™)

Atched s u Combined Lovironmental and Fisionie Report desenibing ihie
popesad scton and any expected envireamental effeets, os well asaomap ol the affected
aea We e provaiding this report so that you mas review the informanon that will fonm
the busis Ter the S TRS independent envitomnenial anabasic of tas proceeding 11any o
the mntormation i misleading o meoriect. i you believe that pertnent infoemipom s
missing. o i vow have any questions aboul the S TR enynemmenial review process
please contaet the Office of Fovimmmental Anabyvses (08 A Surfaee Dranspotfation
Boacd, 325 1 Nireer, SWOW ashington, DO 2H23 welephope X0 29500935 and reien 1o
the above Docket Noo AB-1077X.

Hecause the applicable statates aod regulanons tnpose <tiogent acadlnes for
Processing s achion, seut wriiten comments o OF A Gl copy toour eepresentati g
swonkd be apprecied withia S swecks, Youwr commuents wall be constdered by the ST i
valuating the eoviranmental impacts of the comemplated acnon 1 these are any
dues ity copcenn s proposal, please contact omoreprasentasin e doediiy O
represertative m thisamatter s Melane B Yashin whe mie be contacted by aelephone at
J10 2un 2705 ennnl ar Mok e faeand s comoor maila [ v ices e fows |

Cotonaes O [alipmone Avemie Swte 01 Tosvson, MDY 21204

SHceteiy douns,

-

Metanie B Yasbm
Attorne Tor Wiregrees Centia' Rarway. ¢

Endlesuie
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E.AW OI'FICES OF
LLovis E. GitoMER, 1LLC.

HTBALEMORE AVENUE SUITE o

Lowis B Qrnonse i
L ouw@ lormlew com JOWSDN MARY T NI Ay
T Chih 2M6 2250 20N ka6
October 20, 2011 R SUR IR,

M ani. ROV aspiy

Mo ameq@ lgrailaw com

410-2Y0-253%

Afabama Fovoonmenta! Protection Ageney
Alabama Department of | nvironmental Management
1300 Coliseum Bewevasd

NMontgomenn., AL 56110

Rt Docket No AB-1077x. HWregrass Central Raihvay 11 Peniion for
Exemptioi-m Coplee County, AL
Dear Madame Sire

Onar abeuat Newember 2, 2001 we eapeet 1o be [ihmg wihy the Suanlsee
Fransportation Bomd (*STR7ya pelition tor exempbon secheng anthonty 1o the
W sregrass Central Ralway . LEC o abandon i approximatels 1.2-mile ranl line betwees

’

niilepost 820 and milepost 821 2. near Enterprise. in Coffee County. AL (the “Line™).

rehed s Combaned T ivironmental und Historne Repon deseribing the
propased getion and ey expected enviranmienial eltects, as selbas amup ol te atlearad
it e e provdung this report so that youmas review e sformanion that swill form
thie basis ton the S TR idependent envicnmmental analssis ol this proceeding 10amy ol
he s lormanen s isleadimg or incorrect sl yon belies e thar partment intsimation is
s ar st vai hove ans guaestions about e STB'S envneamental i process,
please contaet the OHtice of T avironmental Analyais (OBA L Sarlace Transpoitatnm
Board, 23 1 Sieet SVWOW achineton, DO 20423 relephone 202- 24520298 il reder i
the above Docket No, AB-1077X,

Because the appl-cable statutes and regulations impese strmgent Jdeadiimes for
processing this action, your wiitten comments o ORA (with a copy to our representanye)
would be appreciaied sithin 3 weehs, Yo comments will be consideiad by the STR
evaliatmyg the eny irenmeniad impacts of the conemplated o 1 e we an
guestions concermng tis propesal, pleise contuc owe repreaitutine doedly O
cepresentats e v this manter s Melanie B Yasbinowho may e contacted by iclephone ai
10 2un O 08 email ot Molme o Tgsallow com. vimail ot aw chfices o fows |
Gitomer, 600 Balumore Asenue. Suite 300, Towson, MD 20204,

Smcerely vours.
Melame B Yashm

Avomey for Wiegrass Centta Ranfwas, 1.1 C

I ilosere
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LAaw Qi ices o
Louis E. GITOMER, EEC,

B BAL TIMOIE AVTNUT ST ITE g

o S E G orovirr )
Loufr teraliaw . com TOWSON AARYE AND 21204 202
. S0 IS el 0 S
October 20, 2011 Fas 10 212 0ahs

MEranti B Yashins

Melantefo Igziallaw com

4102062208
ES fishana Wildlite Seiviee.
Region 4
Century Center
FRTS Centuny Boajesand
Addanta, G 0348

RE: Docket Noo AB-1Q77x. Wiregrass Central R niven 110 Pention ju
Ixemption —=m Caoffee County, AL

Dear Madam S

On or about November Y, 2011 we expeet e be ing with the Suface
Teansportanion Board ("STB™) a petition Tur exemption seclang authority for the
Wircgrass Central Rilway. LLC to abandon a approximateis 1 2-mile rail line between
milepost 820 and nilepost 821.2. near Enterprise. in Coltee County, AL ¢the “Ling™)

Attached is « Combined Eavironmenta! and Historie Report describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental effects, as werd as a map of the afedted
arein Weare prosading this repont sothat sorrmay review the mormation that will form
thie basts Tor the S TS independent environmental anaby sis of this proceeding 1 o
the infurmation s misleading or incorteet. i you believe thar pertment mformition is
nussitip. o vau have any goestions about the STR'S eny nonnsental revicw process,
please contact the Office of T nvironmental Analysis (OUAL Surface Transportation
Bourd. 293 T Street. SW. Washington, DC 20423, tefephone 202-245-0295 and reter o
the above Dochet Mo AR-1077X.

RBewause the applicable statutes and regulations imp sse stiingent deadhies (o)
processing this action, your wutten comments to OEA twil a copy 1o our representative
would be appreciated within 3 weeks. Your comments will be considered by tie STBin
evaluating the envirenmental impacts of the contemplated cetion 1 there aie any
Gues S ceneerting s proposal please contact o reore entative dizectiy O
representative in this matter is Melanse B. Yasbin who riay be comacted by welephone al
310-296-2205, emand wt Metanme o lgraiilaw com, or mail 2 Faw Of5jees of Tous |,
Criomer. 600 Baliimore Avenue. Suite 3010 Towson, MD 212104

Sincerely yours,
Melanie B Y asbir

Atiorney for Wiregraos Contral Rdway, ]t

Poaclos, e
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AW OFRFICES OF
Lours E. GrroOMER, F.I.C.

600 BAF TIMORE AVENES SUMTE )

Lovis B Grioaiek :
Loug leratllaw comn TOWSON NTARY | AND 24 022
T v 206080 e 02 dAD pSRD
Oclober 20, 201 ] FAN 123 142 Ngs

Mroasg 13 Yasein

Meianteta lgraltlaw con,

410 2y 2288
Alubama State Clearinghouse.
Alabama Highway Departrient
1409 Coliseun: Boulevand,
Montgomeny AL 36150

RI- Dochet No. AB-1077x. Wiregrass Central Radvwan, LLC-=etinion fonr
Lxemption—un Coffee County, AL

Dein Madam/Ser,

O or about November 9. 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface
Framsportation Board ("STB™) a petition Tor exemption seching authority lor the
Witegiass Central Railway. LLC to abandon o approximateds | 2-mile rail line between
milepost RO and milepost 821.2, near Enterprise. in Coffee County, AL (the “Tane™)

Attached is o Combined Environmental and Historie Report deseribing the
proposed action and any expected environmental effects. as well as a map oi the affected
arca Weate providing this report so that vou may review the information thai wiil lorm
the basis [or the S TR's independent envnonmental analvsis of this proceedimg 1 any of
the miormation is nusleading o incorreet. i you believe that pertinent mformation s
nuasoig. ol san lase any guestions about the STR'Ss envinmmental teview priscess
please contact the O e of T uvironmental Analysis (O A Suface Dransportation
Bomid, y5 1 Sirect, SWOWasinnglon, DO 20425 wlephess 202233320005 gad seler we
the abeve Dockhet Mo ARB-1077X

Because the appheable statutes and regulations impose strmgent deadlines fo:
pracessing s achon, your wiitlen comaents o OFA {satia copy oo epresentatie;
would be appiecinted within 3 weehs, Your comments will be considered by e S TR m
cvaluating the envinenmental impacts ol the contemphined action. 11 there are any
guestions caeernmy s proposal. please contact oan reprosentanve directhy (np
representative s matter s Mebmie B Yashin who may be contacted by jelephon
A160-296-2205 emal at Melanie @ graillaw come o manl atbas Offees of [ouis
Gitomer. 600 Baliimore Avene. Suite 3070 Fowson, MD 21204

Sweerely yours,

e

Melanie B. Yashie
Attorney for Wiregries Cential Ralway, 11 ¢

I aclosure
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L.AW OFFICFS OF
Latis K. GrroMeg, FLE.C.
Al BALTIMORT AVENLE SUITL W

lotisk Goank ;
I ou@ lgrindiaw com TOWSON MARY] AND T1201-3022
) A U6 2350« 20 don 6832
October 20, 2011 AN 1) L2 s

Mitana B Yasun
AMelunie@ '.g‘r;u!l.\\\ COr)
410 2902328
Alubainn Cooastal Zone Munapement
Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resouarees,
L.ands Division. € oastal Section
Stonchrook Faecutve Comples
S32TO S HW Y R Suiie B-1
Fathope, AT 36532
Rl Docket No AB-1C77x Wiregrass Cenral Reheay 110G Pontion for
Exemprion- in Coffee Counte 1.

Dear Madam-Sir.

On or about November 9, 2011 we eapecet to he filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB7) a petition for exemption seeking authonty Tor the
Wircgrass Central Rashway, 11 C o abandon a approximatels 1.2-nule rai) line between
milepost 20 and mifepost §21.2. near Enterprise. in Coffee County. Al (the “Tine™)

Ve s o Combined oviranmental and Historie Kepaat desenlbing the
proposed achion amd any expected environmental eleets, as well as aomap ot the alledned
arva Weane provadmy tssoeport sothin sou may sevies the islormaton thal widl o
tie Bases Tor the STR'S mdependent evironmental analvsis o this prosceeding 1 any ol
the imformaton s onsleadmg o meorrect, i yon belicve (haet pertment mivemation 1
mrissng, ot vou have any guestions abaut the ST S enviammertal review process,
please contact the Oifice of v ienmerdal Anaby i O A Sabace Danspratation

Boand, U E Soeet SV Woshington, DO 20425 gelephone 20224008 and geler
the above Docket No AB-T1077X.

Because the applicable statutes und regulations impose steingent deadlines for
processing this action. vour written comments ta OFA {with a copy Lo otr iepiesenitative i
wouk! be appreciated within 3 weehs, Your comments wilt be considered by the S1B e
evaluating the envitonmental impacts ol the contemplated cetion, [ there are any
questions concernmg this proposal. please eontact our reprosentative directly, Ou
epresentatice in this marter is Melanie B Yasbin who may be contacied by ielephoie i
J10-200- 2200 emael an Melamie @ lgrandlas ccom or mail @i Law Offices o Latis |
Gitorer 600 Baltimore Avenue. Suiie 2050 Towson, MD 21 20d

Sineeirely yours,
Melwne B Yashin

Attorney for Waregias Censal Radway 1L

I nelovee
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L.Aaw OQFrFicrys oF
Louts E. GrroMiER, 1LLC.

CPVRALTINORE AVTNE T SUTTL 30

Lian L Gireangr
Loutd deratiaw oo TOWSON MARYT AND 21000
N a0 206 22vite NI i 1&22
Octaber 20, 2011 TAN 14 1 VITIRAS

Mitanie B Yaskan

Mclame@ Igrallan com

F10-296-2 X34

Mo Kathnnn B Lolles
County Adminstrator
Coltec County

2 County Camplex

New Brockton, AL 36351

R! Dochet No AB-1077x. Wiregrass Central Rudwen LLC Petiniin for
Lyemption- m Coffee County AL

Dear M. T olley

On or about November Y. 2011 we expect to be fling with the Surface
Framsportation Buwd £S5 By a pention Tor exemption seei ing antherity G the

Wircgrass Central Rulway. LLC to abandon a approximateny 1 2-nnle tal hine hetween
milepost 820 and milepost 821.2. near Enterprise. in Coffed County. AT (the “Line™)

Attached is o Combined Lnviranmental and Historic Report describing the
proposed action and any expeeted environmental effects, as well as a map o the affected
arca. We are providing this report so that you may review the inlormation that will torm
the basis Tor the STR'S independent ens ironmmentad analysic of this proceedimg 1any o1’
the Briormaton s nisleading or incarredt. o sou beliese that perancnl mivamation 1~
mitssing. o af you ke any questions about the S TR envitmiiental ievies process
please contact the Office of | ovironmental Analysis (O AL Sinface Fransporiation
Bowrd, 363 I Street, SW. Washington, DO 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer o
the above Docket Noo AB-1077X

Recause the applicable statutes and regulations impose stimgent deadlines for
provessing His achinn so sritien comments o OFA (withacopy o our representatine
would be appreciated within 3 weeks Your comments sile be considerad by the STR
evalugting the eavironmental unpadts ol the contemplated scnon 1 there are an
questions cuncerning this proposal. please contact ow representative direethy Oul
representative i this matter s Melanie B Yasbin who may be contacied by telephong it
$10-206-2205 email a1 Melanie ¢ tianllaw com. or mal atlaw Offices o Lows |
Gitomuer. 600 Baliimore Avenue, Suite 3ul, Towson, MD 21204

Smeviehh vours,
Melan'e B3 Y usbin
Attoriey et Wiregraas Ceniral Ry L (

Fnddosare
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L.aw OrrFIces orF
i.auvrs E. GirosEeER, LLLC.

SO BALTIMORE sviNLE SEHE 3y

Locis . Grenp ke
[ outa lgranaw ¢ TOWSON MARYL SR 2204007
i Pl0n 7067 N80 e 1 0 Jhn (832
Qctober 20 2011 FAN i 5 uses

Mias B oYasps

Mewniet igrandiaw com

410.296.2125
Masvor kennieth W 3osaell
[ nterprise City Hall
Mavar <« Of¥iee
PO Box S1TTO0G-1000
Laterprise. Al 36330

Rl Dochet No AB-1O77\, Wregrass Cennral Kb 11C Perition fon
Evemprion- o Coffee Conunn. A/,

Dear Mayor Boswell:

Oy oy about November 9, 207 ] we expeet teome Biisge with the Sarbace
Drarepertanon Board (N 187 a petition for exemplion seesang authoroy lor the
Woreniiss Contrad Radway . O @ abandon o approsmateh T.2-nale vl Iine boween
milepast K30 and malepost 821 20 near Foterprse. in Coffee Councy . AL (the 1 ine™).

Attached is a Combined Lavironmental and Historic Report deseribing the
proposed acnion ad any expected envitonmental effects, as well as o map of the altected
dread Weare providimg this repeat so that vou nuy review the informiation taan wiil foemy
the basis for the STR' independent environmental analysis of this proceeding Hany of
thiv infereiation s nusleading o iocarrect ff vou behieve that pestinent mlvamabion s
nussHE. un i vou lune sy questions abaut the STBS envitsnmiental resien process
nlease contaet the Office of Environmental Aniysis (OF AL Swface Dansportat:on
Board, 39371 Street. SW. Washmgton, PDC 2042350 welephord 202-245-0795 and refer o
the above Dacket No, AB-1077N

Because the apphicable statutes and regulations impnse stimgent deadlimes fon
Provessing s achions Salr writlen comments 1o O A O8I s vaps oo igiesentais o
would be apprectated wahim 3 weeks Your camments wit be consideied e SO
cralatiig the environmental inpacts of the contemplated tcuon {1 1hee me am
guestons coneetning this propesal. please contact our representative ducitly - O
representaisy e s matier s Nedanie B Yuashin swwho muy be contacted byaelephone
3206 2205 el w Mekanie s lenalon conm o manld a Lo O05ecs ol s |

oo, SO0 Battmere Avenue. Suite 3000 Towson, MD 21204

Smcerely yours,
Meianwe I3 Yashin
Attorney for Wiegsaes Central Raslway, 11 ¢

| nelosare
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L.AW OFFICES OF
L.ous E. GrrOMER, LELC,

G0 AL INIORD AVENET SLETE &

Lot s} Guoewvir '
Lowa lerai i com TORUSON MARYT WD P jal,
o A LTI R RO A I T AL
Qctober 20, 2011 TAN fo Ml UV HANS

Met vt 1Y N
Melame@ igrandow com
410-296-222%

(8 Nanonal Geodeuie Sunvey

Nattond! Oceanie and Atmospheric Admimistration. Geodetie Services Division
Roony 9292 NGS/2

PATS T ast-West Highway

Silver Spring. M1 20910

RT Docket Na - AB-1077x. Wiregrass Central hahwey, 11C - Petnon for
Faxemption- m Coffee County, Al
Dear Madam/Sir:

O abien Novembar 202011 we expeet to be filicg with ihe Sieface
Fransportation Board (STR™) . petition for exemption seekmg authonty for ihe
Wircgrass Central Railway. L1 C te abandon a approximately one mule rarl 'ne between
milepost K20 and mulepost 82120 new Enterprise. in Coffe County. AT (the "1 md™

Attached 1s ¢ Combined Fovironmental and Historie Report desernibing the
proposed action amd any exvpeeted e ionmental effects aeowell as amap of the alieaed
it Wo e proesading this ieport <o thit sou may review the infarmation that will form
the basis Jor the S TR idependent environmental analysis of this proceeding. Hany of
the mformation is nusleading or mcarrect H vou bees e tlnt pertiment mivimatieon i~
missig. of 11 vou hine any guestons about the S TR S enviiomnienial roview process
please contact the Gffice of T nvironmental Analysis (O] Az Sarface Trunsportation
RBoard, 395 |7 Street. SWo Washington, DC 20423, elephore 202-245-0295 and refer o
the above Docket Noo AB-1077X,

Bewitase the applicable stautes wind regulations amp e stangant deadlines ho
provessaey s action, sone wrstien comients 1o OF A gwiiincopy 1o out icpresentatises
would b appiecsaed sothin 3 wecks, Your conmments will be consadered by the STR
cvabing the ey nommatal impacts o the contemplated whnon 1) there are any
queshions cotceinmg this proposal, please Gntact vur teprosentatine divecthy, O
representistiv e ey il putter o Melame B Yasbur whe nee be contacted by welephone i
dhn=ss 2 23 anen i Molanie e dgrmblase.com o il a Las Cees e Foans |

Cotoqner G0 Baltmaere Sy eaue, Suite 30 Poinssan, MY 00 5id
Sincerely yvours,

Melanie B Yasbmn
Attorney for Wiegtass Cential Railwes, j 1 C
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Law OFFICES OF
L.outs E. GITOMER, LLC.

600 BAI TIMORI: AVE NUE SUITE 301

Lovis T GItoMLg
Lou@lgraniaw com TOWSON, MARYT AND 2120 3622
B (4100 306 22500 + 202) i3 22

MFLANIE B. YasBIN Oclober 20, 2011

Melanie@lgraitlaw.com
410-296-22@5

U.S. National Park Scrvice
Southeast Region

100 Alubama Street, SW
Atlanta, GA 30303

R Docket No. AB-1077x, Wiregrass Central Raway, LLC-<Petition for
txemption —in Coffee County, AL.

Dear Madam/Sir:

On or about November 9, 2011 we expect to be filing with the Surface
Transportation Board ("STB™) a petition for exemption seeking authonty for the
Wiregrass Central Railway, L] C to abandon a approximately 1.2-mule rail line between
milepost 820 and milepost 821.2, near Enterprise. in Coffee County, AL (the “Line™).

Attached is @ Combined Environmental and Historic Report describing the
proposed action and any expected environmental effects, as well as a map of the affected
area. We are providing this report so that you may review the information that will torm
the basis for the S I'B's independent environmental analysis of this proceeding. I any of
the tntormation is misteading or incorreet. it vou believe that pertiment information s
missing, or il you have any questions about the 5TB's environmental review process.
please contact the Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA), Surface Transportation
Board, 395 F, Street, SW, Washington. DC 20423, telephone 202-245-0295 and refer to
the above Docket No. AB-1077X.

Because the applicable statutes and regulations impose stringent deadlines fin
processing this action, your writien comments to OFA (with a copy o our representativel
would be appreciated within 3 weeks. Youw comments will be considerad by the STB i
evaluating the environmental impacts ol the coptemplated action 1) here we any
guustions concerning this proposal, please contact our representative directls. Oar
representative m this matter is Mcelanie B, Yasbin who may be contacted by telephane at
410-296-2250, cmail at Melanicfd Igraillase.com. or mail at Law Offices of | ouis |
Gitomer. 600 Baltimore Avenue. Suite 301, Fowson, MD 21204,

Sincegely yours, o
L., o A "/.v"
P R AL

Melanie B. Yasbin
Attorney for Wircgrass Central Ruilway, LLC

Enclosure
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EXHIBIT 3 — USGS MAP
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE OF COMBINED ENVIRONMENTAL AND HISTORIC
REPORT

Pursuant to the requirements of 49 C.F.R. §1105.7(c). .8(¢). and .11 the undersigned
hereby certifies that a copy of the Combined Environmental and Historic Report in Docket No.
AB-1077X was mailed via first class mail on October 20, 2011, to the following parties:

Alabama Department of Conservation and Natural Resources.
Lands Division, Coastal Scction

Stonebrook Executive Complex

23210 US WY 98. Suite B-1

Fairhope. AlL 36532

Alabama Historic Commission
468 South Perry Street
Montgomery., AL 36130-0900.

Alabama Dcpartment of Environmental Management
1400 Coliscum Boulevard
Montgomery, AL 36110

Alabama Highway Department
1409 Coliscum Boulevard,
Montgomery. AL 36130

Mobile District Headquarters

U.S. Army Engineer District. Mobile
P.O. Box 2288

Mobile. AL 36628-0001

Natural Resources Conservation Service
USDA

P.O. Box 311

3381 Skyway Drive

Auburn, AL 36830

LS. Environmental Protection Agency. Region 4
Sam Nunn Atlanta Fedcral Center

61 Forsyth Street. SW

Atlanta. GA  30303-3104

J.S. Fish and Wildlife Scrvice, Region 4
Century Center

1875 Century Boulevard,
Atlanta. GA 30345



National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
National Geodetic Survey

1315 East-West Highway

Silver Spring. MD 20910-3282

U.S. National Park Service
Southeast Region

100 Alabama Street. SW
Adanta. GA 30303

Mayor Kenneth W. Boswell
Enterprise City Hall
Mayor’s Office

P.O. Box 311000-1000
Linterprise. AL 36330

Ms. Kathryn B. Lolley
County Administrator
Coflee County

2 County Complex

New Brockton, AL 36351

28 227
Meclanic B. Yashin
November 9. 2011
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EXHIBIT C-FEDERAL REGISTER NOTICE
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Docket No. AB-1077X

WIREGRASS CENTRAL RAILWAY, LLC
—ABANDONMENT EXEMPTION-
IN COFFEE COUNTY, AL
Notice of Petition for Exemption to Abandonment

On November 9. 2011 Wiregrass Central Railway, LLLC (*“WCR™) filed with the Surface
Transportation Board. Washington. D.C. 20423, a petition for exemption for the abandonment of
a 1.2-mile rail line between milepost 820.0 and milepost 821.2 in Enterprise. AlL. all of which
traverses through United States Postal Service ZIP Code 36330 (the “Line™). There are no
stations on the Line.

The Line does not contain federally granted rights-of-way. Any documentation in the
railroad’s possession will be made available promptly to those requesting it.

T'he interest of railroad employees of WCR will be protected by Oregon Short Line R.
Co. Abandonment—Goshen. 360 1.C.C. 91 (1979).

By issuance of this notice. the Board is instituting an exemption proceeding pursuant to
49 U.S.C. 10502(b). A final decision will be issued by February 27. 2012,

Any olTer of [inancial assistance (OFA) under 49 CFR 1152.27(b)2) will be due no later
than 10 days after service of a decision granting the petition for exemption. Fach OFA must be
accompanied by the filing fee. which is currently set at $1.500. See 49 CFR 1002.2()(25).

All interested persons should be aware that following abandonment of rail service and

salvage of the linc. the line may be suitable for other public use. including interim trail use.



Any request for a public use condition and any request for trail use/rail banking will be
due no later than 20 days alter notice of the filing of the petition for exemption is published in
the Federal Register.

All filings in response to this notice must refer to STB Docket No. AB-1077X and must
be sent to: (1) Surface Transportation Board. 395 E Street. S.W.. Washington. DC 20423-0001:
and (2) Melanie B. Yasbin, 600 Baltimore Avenue. Suite 301. Towson, MD 21204,

Persons secking turther information concerning discontinuance procedures may contact
the Board's Oftice of Congressional and Public Services at (202) 245-0230 or refer to the full
abandonment and discontinuance regulations at 49 CEFR Part 1152, Questions concerning
cnvironmental issues may be directed to the Board's Office of Environmental Analysis (OEA) at
(202) 245-0305. |Assistance for the hearing impaired is available through the Federal
Information Relay Service (FIRS) at 1-800-877-8339. |

Board decisions and notices are available on our website at "“WWW.STB.DOT.GOV.”

Decided: _ 2011.

By the Board.
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION

The undersigned hereby certifies that notice of the proposed abandonment in Docket No.
AB-1077X was advertised on October 28. 2011 in the Enterprise Ledger. a newspaper of general
circulation in Coflec County. AL as required by 49 C.F.R. § 1105.12.

T o
Meclanic B. Yasbin
November 9. 2011
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IAccountNumber I

2221567
Alabama Community Newspapers
Advertising Affidavit
P.O Box 280 | Date |
Dothan, AL 36302
(800) 281-0444 October 28, 2011
LAW OFFICES OF LOUIS E GITOMER
600 BALTIMORE AVENUE
STE 301
TOWSON MD 21204
Date Category Description Ad Size Total Cost
10/28/2011 _Legal Notices L196727 Wiregrass Central Railway, LLC ( 1x50L 174 50
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fth2 "L » ") Th preczadng he.bo a
dlthA=d 35 Nu. AB 1677%

TheBoard § Olic2 of Ensronnienta] Andl ;s
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Asssy i B s wd nomaly ke 2aal
3 o days af vt ing of e ot o
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sheud vz filed 16 bzt dha 3 dass ez d e
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Media General Operations, Inc.
Enterprise Ledger

State of Alabama
Coffee County

Before me, a notary puklic in and for the county and state above listed,
personally appeared “t_-e lvall b . who, by me duly sworn,
deposes and says that she 1s the Legal Manager of the Enterprise Ledger The
Newspaper Is printed in the English language, has a general circulation and its
principal editorial office in the county above listed and has been mailed under the
second or publication class mailing privilege of the United States Postal Service
from the post office where 1t 1s published at least 51 weeks a year

The Newspaper published the attached legal notice In the 1ssues of 10/28/2011
The sum charged for these publications was $174 50

Newspaper reference 0000378983

The sum charged by the Newspaper for said publication 1s the actual lowest
regular price for legal advertising notices as determined by Ala Code § 6-8-64(a)
There are no agreements between the Newspaper and the officer or attorney
charged with the duty of placing the attached legal advertising notices whereby any

advantage, gain or profit accrued to said officer or attorney

AFFIANT
Sworn and subscrléd this 281" GLCLS Q’F OC’{'DLEKI 201
oo

Notary Public State of Alabama

My Commission Expires
August 4, 2014

THIS IS NOT A BILL. PLEASE PAY FROM INVOICE. THANK YOU
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EXHIBIT E-CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE
Pursuant to 49 C.F.R. §1152.60(d). the undersigned hereby certifics that the Petition for
Exemption in Docket No. AB-1077X. Wircgrass Central Raibvay, LLC-Abandonment
Exemption—in Coffee County, AL, was mailed via first class mail. postage prepaid. on November
9. 2011, to the following partics:
State Public Service Commission

Alabama Public Scrvice Commission
Railway Safety

P.O. Box 304260

Montgomery. Al. 36130

Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command Transportation Enginecring
Agency

Headquarters

Military Surface Deployment and Distribution Command
I'ransportation Engincering Agency

ATTN: SDTE-SA (Railroads for National Defense)

1 Soldier Way. Building 1900W

Scott AFB. IL. 62225

National Park Service

U.S. Department of Interior
National Park Service
WASO-Land Resources Division
301 South llowes, Suite 208
Fort Collins. CO 80522-0740

Mr. Charlic Stockman

Program Manager

Rivers. Trails and Conservation Assistance Program National Park Service
1849 C Street. N.W. (Org Code 2220)

Washington, DC 20240

50



U.S. Department of Agriculture

U.S. Department of Agriculture
Chicf of the Forest Service
1400 Independence Ave. SW
Washington. DC 20250-0003

W

-~

A 7

Melanie B. Yasbin
November 9, 2011
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